Weekly Summary:
“Though it costs all you have, get knowledge,” the proverb urges. It’s worth
more than silver or gold. This year has potential to see a great increase in our
knowledge about God. But it won’t be easy. The pursuit of frivolous things
tempts to make us too busy to stop and think and learn. This message is about
the importance of knowing God through his Word and cultivating a strong
spiritual habit in 2017.

Shalom
Week 2: Think God’s Thoughts
✤ What does God think about your thoughts?

✤ Genesis 6:5 - The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become
on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only
evil all the time.
1 Corinthians 10:12 - So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t
fall!
Matthew 3:9a - And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’

✤ Romans 12:2a - Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind.

✤ When it comes to thoughts, conformity kills.

✤ Romans 12:2 - Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will.

✤ The Word is the way to think God’s thoughts.

✤ How? Read 10 Steps to Sanctuary Success

✤ Why? Ouden!

Points to Ponder
1. In which areas have you “conformed” your thoughts to the culture around us?
Money? Sexuality? Success? Happiness? Body image? Religion? God? How did
you end up thinking different thoughts than God?
2. Read Philippians 2:1-11. What “mindset” is Paul encouraging every Christian to have
(v.1-5)? How does that type of thinking fit into the thoughts Jesus had while here on
earth (v.6-11)?
3. Pick one area of your mind that tends to think unbiblical thoughts. Ask your Life
Group (or a Christian friend) to pray for you and share God’s thoughts on that area of
life.

Homework For Next Week: Google “Bible passages about the heart.”
Read at least 25 of them and write down the connections
you see between your heart and your faith.
“If we do not use the mind that God has given us,
we condemn ourselves to spiritual superficiality.”
~ John Stott

Worship Through Song at The CORE:
1.
2.
3.
4.

“We Believe” - by Newsboys
“From The Inside Out” - by Phillips, Craig & Dean
“Restless” - by Audrey Assad
“Open Up The Heavens” - by Vertical Church Band

